PHIL 3223, Section 001/H01
History of Modern Philosophy

Spring 2025, CR # 14394, 14395
TR 3:30-4:45pm
HSS 2005
Instructor: Michele Merritt, Ph.D.

Office Location: HSS 4072
Office Hours: by appointment, via Zoom, or TR 12:30-2pm
Email: mmerritt@astate.edu
Course Description 

Major trends and figures in the development of Western philosophy from the Renaissance into the nineteenth century. 

Between the late sixteenth and early eighteenth centuries, momentous political and scientific revolutions took place, worldwide, but particularly in Europe. These changes stamped Europe with what we can now recognize as the hallmarks of modernity. Philosophers during this time, therefore, struggled to understand the changes taking place around them, but they weren't merely passive observers. Instead, these modern thinkers were integral to shaping the ever-changing intellectual and social world. This course will survey the development of philosophy in the early modern period and will culminate with an examination of Immanuel Kant's treatment and attempted synthesis of the preceding ideas. Mainly, we will seek an understanding of the metaphysical and epistemological frameworks developed by the major thinkers of this period, but we will also discuss the scientific, ethical, and political philosophies that were generated as a result of the overarching discourse that marked the modern era. 
Program Outcomes:

This course contributes to the following program-level outcomes:

1) Students will understand central issues and theories in philosophy (from among the major areas of metaphysics, epistemology, and value theory).
2) Students will be able to analyze and explain complicated ideas.
3) Students will be able to analyze arguments.
4) Students will be able to evaluate arguments.

Student Learning Outcomes

Successful students in this course will: 
· develop an understanding of the history of philosophy and its role in shaping the current state of the discipline

· develop the critical skills necessary to coherently discuss and evaluate various philosophical figures and ideas.

· improve their expository writing, critical reading, critical thinking, and communication skills; for example, they will become more adept at separating arguments from assertions, at finding objections and counterexamples to theories, at explaining complicated/abstract ideas, etc.

· be better prepared for graduate study in philosophy, should they choose, or a variety of other professions, such as the clergy, the legal profession, politics, and medicine.    
Course Textbook and Materials

The textbook, which can be found at the university bookstore or online: 

- Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary Sources, 3rd Edition, by Ariew and Watkins, eds. Hackett, ISBN: 978-0-87220-978-7  (Please be sure to get this edition, as previous editions will not have the correct readings)
Grading Scale

90-100 points

= A

80-89 points 

= B

70-79 points 

= C

60-69 points 

= D

Below 60 points 

= F

Grade Distribution 

	Assignment 
	Points Possible
	% of Total Grade

	Class Participation
	100
	20

	Response Papers
	300 (3 @ 100 each)
	30

	“Modern Philosophy Today” Project/Presentation 
	100 (2 @ 50 each)
	10

	Long Papers 
	400 (2 @ 200 each) 
	40


Honors Grade Distribution 

	Assignment 
	Points Possible
	% of Total Grade

	Class Participation
	100
	10

	Response Papers
	300 (3 @ 100 each)
	30

	Leading Discussion
	100
	10

	“Modern Philosophy Today” Project/Presentation
	100 
	10

	Long Papers 
	400 (2 @ 200 each) 
	40


	Class Participation 

Showing up to class discussions is crucial for philosophy. I will try to have a mixture of in-class and online discussions so that those of you unable to attend periodically due to illness or those of you less likely to speak up in class have opportunities to earn points in this category. One or two absences will not impact your grade, but I will be monitoring for excessive lack of participation. 


	Response Papers 

Three short (2-3 pages) papers will be required throughout the semester (see schedule – readings highlighted in this color are potential response paper readings). These papers are intended to gauge how well you are comprehending and analyzing the material. Each paper will be devoted to one specific reading/part of a reading we are covering and you will turn in the paper before we are scheduled to discuss that reading. This means that for three scheduled readings, you will be highly prepared for class discussion, and will have grappled with the material before I have helped clarify it. In turn, this will better prepare you for the longer papers. 


	“Modern Philosophy Today” Project/Presentation – You will develop a project that addresses the relevance/applicability of one of the thinkers/ideas we have covered to some current issue today. The project will consist of a short write-up of the topic you have chosen to cover, as well as a brief presentation to the class. Projects and presentations will be due at the end of the semester. See assignment sheet (to be distributed in the first few weeks of the semester) for additional details. 


	Long Papers 

Two longer papers (6-8 pages) will be required. Topics will be announced at least 2 weeks prior to the due date. These papers will incorporate required readings from the course, as well as any supplemental readings that might be useful. Unlike the response papers, however, these longer papers will require you to develop and sustain an argument pertaining to some aspect of the course. 


	Leading Discussion
For Honors students, the additional assignment for this course involves choosing a reading scheduled to be discussed in class and leading the class that day in a discussion of the reading. Think of it as being ‘professor for the day,’ except you will only be responsible for 20-30 minutes of class time and I will supplement with more discussion as needed afterward. 


The “Fine Print” 

Students are expected to adhere to all guidelines in the Student Bulletin and Student Handbook (found online at astate.edu). In addition to all the guidelines therein, students in this class are expected to comply with the following: 

· Inclement Weather Policy: Information on campus closure can be found at astate.edu, KASU, and local radio and television stations.  If inclement weather prevents you from being able to come to class and campus is not closed, please call the main office of the philosophy department. 
· Technology Policy: Cell phones, laptops, iPads, etc: are to be used strictly for academic purposes during class time. 

· Do not record class lectures, take photos, or post anything from class onto any web platform without my explicit consent. 

· Cheating: Just Don't Do It! If you are unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, just ask. Better to be safe than sorry. Here is the official statement from the Handbook: 



Arkansas State University enthusiastically promotes academic integrity and professional ethics



among all members of the ASU academic community. Violations of this policy are considered as



serious academic misconduct and may result in severe penalties. Sanctions for Academic



Misconduct may be imposed by the faculty member or instructor discovering the Academic



Misconduct except in the case of dismissal from a particular program which shall be made by the



department chair or program director, or suspension or expulsion from the university, which shall



be made by the dean. A Student may not avoid academic sanctions by withdrawing from a class, a



program, or the university. A student disagreeing with the sanction issued based on Academic



Misconduct should follow the Academic Grievance Procedure. It is the student’s responsibility to have 


read and understood the topics under Academic Misconduct section of the Student Handbook.
**AI/Chat GPT policy: In accordance with University, I will enforce the same above policies regarding work suspected of being substantially generated by any kind of artificial intelligence. I will run your work through multiple sites to check and if I suspect it is more than 30% AI-assisted, I will pursue an investigation via the proper channels. 

· Policy on Missed Assignments/Make up work: I generally do not allow late work, but if you have extenuating circumstances, email me. I would rather see you turn in an assignment late than not at all. 

· If you have a disability that might make it difficult for you to succeed in this course, please contact me as soon as possible. Your privacy will be respected and every effort will be made to meet your needs.  All students requesting accommodations for disabilities should be registered through ASU’s Disability Services (870 972 3964).  If Disabilities Services determines you should be able to take tests in their office, it is your responsibility to schedule the test for the same time and date as the exam is administered to other students.

· Extra Credit: As a rule, I do not offer extra credit on assignments. If an opportunity, such as a lecture or a philosophy club event arises, and I deem it suitable for students to attend and write a short paper pertaining to it, then I might consider offering extra credit in this case. Please be advised that this is entirely up to me as the instructor. Email Policy: I will do my best to respond to emails in a timely manner. I consider 24 hours an acceptable window in which to answer emails. In order to get a quick response from me, it is imperative that you 1. List the course in which you are enrolled, 2. State your name somewhere in the body of the email, and 3. Be specific about what it is you are asking. Emails that fail to meet these minimum requirements will not be answered. 

· Inclusiveness Policy: I am part of the SafeZone community network of trained AState faculty/staff/students who are available to listen and support you. As a SafeZone Ally, I can help you connect with resources on campus to address problems you face that interfere with your academic success, particularly issues of sexual violence, hateful acts, or concerns faced by individuals due to sexual orientation/gender identity. My goal is to help you be successful and to maintain a safe and equitable campus. As well, I will not tolerate any acts of hate or violence in my classroom and by agreeing to take this course, you also agree not to enact any intolerance. 

Tentative Schedule 
*Note: Reading and Assignment Schedule Subject to Modification*
Week 1 (January 14 + 16) – Intro, Pre-Cursors, Montaigne, Bacon, Galileo 

Tues: Introductions, Syllabus, Policies 


Thurs: Read pp. 1-24 
Week 2 (January 21 + 23) - Descartes

Tues: Read pp. 25-34, Descartes’ Discourse on Method 

Thurs: Read pp. 35-68
Week 3 (January 28 + 30) – Descartes’ Critics

Tues: Read Elisabeth of Bohemia’s Correspondence pp. 93-99 (Response Paper Opportunity)

** Supplemental Reading: 76-82

Thurs: Read pp. 106-112; Pascal’s Wager, 113-116 (Response Paper Opportunity)
Week 4 (Feb. 4 +  Feb 6) – Spinoza 

Tues: Read pp. 117-127 (Response Paper Opportunity); 154-64 
** Supplemental reading: pp. 165-71  


Thurs: Read pp. 173-192 (Part I, Spinoza’s Ethics) 
Week 5 (February 11 + 13) – Spinoza, cont'd 


Tues: Read pp. 192-215 

Thurs: Read: 216-223
Week 6 (February 18 + 20) – Leibniz 

Tues: Read pp. 225-27; 252-262 Discourse on Metaphysics 

** Supplemental Reading: pp. 276-292

Thurs: Read pp. 262-75, Discourse, cont’d 
Week 7 (February 25 + 27) – Leibniz, cont’d

Tues: Read pp. 275-83, Primary Truths (Response Paper Opportunity) ; 303-11 (Monadology) 

** Supplemental Reading: 322-331 

Thurs: Read pp. 312-321 Newton’s Principia (Response Paper Opportunity)


**First Long Paper Due: Feb 28 by 11:59pm**
Week 8 (March 4 + 6) – Locke 

Tues: Read pp. 335-7; 346-358, from: Essay Concerning Human Understanding 


**Supplemental Reading: pp. 338-345 

Thurs: Read pp. 435-52 (Response Paper Opportunity)
Week 9 (March 11 + 13) – Berkeley 

Tues: Read pp. 475-477;  478-86 
 
**Supplemental Reading pp. 544-48 


Thurs: Read pp. 487-93 (AW) 
Week 10 (March 18 + 20) – Berkeley, cont’d, Hume (VIRTUAL – Online Assignments TBA) 

Tues: Read Shephard pp. 549-54 (Response Paper Opportunity)

Thurs: Read pp. 555-57; 579-88, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 
Week 11 (March 25 + 27) –  Spring Break – No Class 
Week 12 (April 1 + 3) – Hume, cont’d 

Tues: Read pp. 588-602, Enquiry, cont’d
**Supplemental Reading: 623-32
Thurs: Read pp. 602-10; 621-22 (Response Paper Opportunity)
Week 13 (April 8 + 10) – Hume, cont’d, Kant

Tues: Read pp. 639-46 (Final bit of the Enquiry)


Thurs: Read: 703-708 (Intro to Kant) 
Week 14 (April 15 + 17) – Kant 


Tues: Read pp. 719-30

Thurs: Read pp. 731-750
Week 15 (April 22 + 24) – Kant, cont’d 

Tues: Read pp. 750-764 

Thurs: Read pp. 764-774
Week 16 (April 29 + May 1) – Wrap-up, Presentations 

Tues: Presentations 

Thurs: Presentations 

**Second Long Paper, Due Date: Friday, May 9
