PHIL 1103, Introduction to Philosophy
CR# 14511, 14512
Spring 2026
Class Location: HSS 2006						Instructor: Michele Merritt, Ph.D.
Class Meeting Times: TR 11am-12:15pm				Office: HSS 4072
Section:  009, 010						Office Hours: TR 10-11am or by
Email: mmerritt@astate.edu					appointment/zoom								
Course Description
Basic problems of philosophy based upon readings in the works of selected leading philosophers. A prerequisite for upper level philosophy. This course is intended to introduce students to the fundamental ideas, principles, and history of philosophy. We will examine questions such as How can we tell the difference between true and false claims?, What is real?, Who are we and what makes us different than other animals?, What is justice? What should we do if we want to be ‘good’? By attempting to better understand how others have tried to answer these perennial questions, students will also learn to develop their own answers and in so doing, will sharpen their reflective and critical reasoning skills.

Learning Outcomes
Developing an appreciation of the arts and humanities
GOAL: Students should develop an appreciation for the arts and humanities.  They
should be aware of the role of art and literature in human civilization and contemporary
culture.
OUTCOMES:  Students will be able to recognize works of literature or fine art and place them in their historical, cultural, and social contexts, and interpret works of fine art or literature.

Course-Specific Learning Outcomes 
This course satisfies the following general education goal for the arts and humanities: to develop a lifelong appreciation of the arts and the humanities. Expected student learning outcomes are that students should be able to 1) recognize works of literature or fine art and place them in their historical, cultural, and social contexts, and 2) interpret works of fine art or literature. 

Other learning goals of the course include, but are not limited to: 
· Learning to integrate ideas into a coherent argument. (This supports one of A-State's university-wide goals, namely, Thinking Critically)
· Develop and hone the ability to interpret works of philosophy. (This supports one of A-State’s General Education Goals, namely, Developing an Appreciation of the Arts and Humanities.)
· Reading critically. (This supports Philosophy B.A. Goal #1: students will develop the critical skills necessary to coherently discuss and evaluate various philosophical figures and ideas.)

Assessment of Learning Outcomes
Besides the required assignments described below, student learning outcomes will be assessed by way of a post-test designed to measure improvement in each outcome over the duration of the course. 

Required Materials
Online readings, videos, handouts. See Canvas. 
Lined paper, pen/pencils

Grading Scale
90-100 points		= A
80-89 points 		= B
70-79 points 		= C
60-69 points 		= D
Below 60 points 		= F




Grading Distribution 

	Assignment 
	Points Possible
	% of Total Grade

	Attendance/Participation
	100
	10

	Writing Workshops
	400
	40

	Practice Quizzes
	200 
	20

	Exams
	300 (3 exams at 100 points each)
	30




	Attendance/Participation
Attending class regularly is crucial to success in the course, as it allows for deeper understanding of the texts and discussion with the rest of the class. I will monitor attendance daily and will follow the university’s handbook regarding excessive absences resulting in an automatic failing grade. Please familiarize yourself with the handbook. While attending regularly will ensure a satisfactory grade in this category, be advised that the “participation” portion applies not merely to physical attendance, but to active engagement, including asking questions, participating in discussions/workshops, online discussion boards if and when they are made available, etc. Please also note my policies regarding excused absences.

Most of the time, on Tuesdays, I will lecture and provide information about key concepts, background to the text(s), and highlight what I think you should know regarding the material. On Thursdays, we will engage in writing workshops, debates, and argument analysis.

Another way to earn points in this category is to bring in a notecard or small sheet of paper on lecture days with a question you would like me to address regarding the reading(s) or, alternatively, some way you connected the reading(s) to a real-world event, movie, work of art, or even personal experience in your life. I will list this in the gradebook as “Noticing Philosophy” and whenever you submit something, you will get points which will help improve your overall attendance/participation grade and potentially even earn you extra credit. 



	Writing Workshops
On Thursdays, we will engage in ‘workshops’ intended to improve critical thinking and writing skills. Some days, you will be given a prompt and will need to write a short essay on that prompt during class time. You will exchange your writing with peers and engage in peer review and discussion. We will also hold debates over various topics and you will write arguments to use in these debates. Essays, peer reviews, editing, debates and all other activities on Thursdays will be graded based on a pass/fail basis, meaning, that as long as you are actively engaging in the assignments, completing them, not cheating or otherwise violating the university’s code of ethics, you will get either a E (excellent) or S (satisfactory) for the day. The average of your grades from these workshops over the course of the term, including THREE (3) dropped assignments with zero penalty to your grade in this category, will make up 50% of your total grade. You cannot ‘make up’ workshops. You are either here or you are not on Thursdays. I will accept legitimately excused absences as a means to absolve you of your responsibility for the workshop that day (so, e.g. a school sanctioned event or athletic competition means you will not lose points for the day you missed a workshop; whereas, missing because you had car trouble or a routine dental appointment you scheduled during my class will not be excused). 



	Online Practice Quizzes
There will be several short, multiple-choice/true-false quizzes on Canvas throughout the term. These are intended to prepare you for the longer exams. Each quiz will have a window of time in which you are expected to complete each. If you do not complete the quiz within the specified window of time, it cannot be made up, unless there is some major medical or family reason you were unable to take the quiz over the several days it was available on Canvas. 



	Exams 
There will be three exams throughout the semester. Each will test only what we have covered in the weeks since the previous exam up to the current one (meaning the “Final Exam” aka Exam #3, will not be cumulative, HOWEVER, many concepts we discuss will apply all semester and cannot be entirely forgotten if hope to do well on the exam. The exams will consist of multiple choice questions, true/false, short essay responses, and a longer essay. 



What is Reality

	Week 1 
August 20: Welcome, Introductions, Syllabus Overview, etc. 




	Week 2 
August 26: Philosophy and Argument Basics; Reading Due: “What the Tortoise said to Achilles”

August 28: Workshop: Good Arguments vs. Bad Arguments/Fallacy Recognition 


 
	Week 3 
September 2: What is Real?; Readings due: Plato’s “Republic” and Descartes’ “Meditations”, excerpts

Sept. 4: Workshop: Appearances vs. Reality  




	Week 4 
Sept. 9:  What can we know? Readings Due: Molyneux’s Question and Hume’s Missing Shade of Blue

Sept 11: Workshop: Innateness and Learning

Practice Quiz TBA



	Week 5 
Sept. 16: Contemporary Problems in Epistemology; Reading Due: Abrahamson, “Turning up the Lights on Gaslighting”

Sept. 18: Workshop: Epistemic Justice  




What are ‘We’?

	Week 6 
Sept. 23: EXAM #1 – Bring Blue Books or Paper to Write on Free Will/Determinism; Reading Due: Sider, “Free Will and Determinism” 

Sept. 25: Begin Philosophy of Mind, Reading Due: Descartes Excerpts



	Week 7
Sept. 30: Free Will/Determinism; Reading Due: Sider, “Free Will and Determinism” 

 Oct. 2: Workshop: Free Will and Determinism 



	Week 8 
Oct. 7: Machine Minds, Reading Due: Turing, “Imitation Game”

Oct. 9: Workshop on AI  

Practice Quiz TBA




	Week 9 – (NOTE: Virtual Week – all lectures, discussions, etc. online on Canvas) 
Oct. 14: Animal Minds, Reading Due: Andrews, Chapter on Animal Minds, Watch Video Lectures on Canvas 

Oct. 16: Workshop: Animal Intelligence (online) 




	Week 10 
Oct. 21: Continue reading Kristin Andrews’ Chapter on Animal Minds, also read: Pilley & Reid, “Border Collie comprehends object names as verbal referents”

Oct. 23: EXAM #2, Bring Blue Books or Paper to Write on



Who am I and What Should I do? 

	Week 11
Oct. 28: Personal Identity, Reading Due: Dennett, “Where Am I”

Oct. 30: Workshop: What makes me, me? 



	Week 12
Nov. 4: Gender, Sex, and Personal Identity; Reading Due: Young, “Throwing Like a Girl”

Nov. 6: Workshop: Gender and Performance 



	Week 13
November 11: Ethics; Readings Due: Plato’s Ring of Gyges AND BBC articles on Deontology and Consequentialism

November 13: Workshop: Which Ethical Theory is Best? 




	Week 14
November 18: Contemporary Moral Issues; Reading Due: Engel, The Commonsense Case for Ethical Vegetarianism

November 20: Workshop: Food Ethics 
Practice Quiz TBA



	Week 15  - Thanksgiving Break: No Class 



	Week 16
December 2: Social Justice and Ethics; Reading Due: Merritt, “We Should be Fighting for a World Without Adoption” 

Dec. 4: Workshop: Ethics of Families and Family-Making




Final Exam:  Schedule TBD


Course Policies

Students are expected to adhere to all guidelines in the Student Bulletin and Student Handbook (found online at astate.edu). In addition to all the guidelines therein, students in this class are expected to comply with the following: 

The “Fine Print”
Students are expected to adhere to all guidelines in the Student Bulletin and Student Handbook (found online at astate.edu). In addition to all the guidelines therein, students in this class are expected to comply with the following: 
· Arrive to class on time and stay for the entirety of the class.
· Attendance Policy: Missing more than a third of the semester without communicating with me results in automatic failure from the course. Participation is weighted heavily, so I suggest missing no more than 3 classes to maintain good standing in this regard. 
· Inclement Weather Policy: Information on campus closure can be found on the ASU web page, KASU, and local radio and television stations.  If inclement weather prevents you from being able to attend a class meeting, let me know. 
· Cheating: Just Don't Do It! If evidence of plagiarism of any kind is detected, we will proceed through the proper channels at the university to settle the issue. If you are unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, just ask. Better to be safe than sorry. Here is the official statement from the Handbook:
			
		Plagiarism (the act of taking and/or using the ideas, work, and/or writings of another person as 			one’s own) is a serious offense against academic integrity which could result in failure for the 			paper or assignment, failure for the course, and/or expulsion from Arkansas State University. 			Cheating is an act of dishonesty with the intention of obtaining and/or using information in a 			fraudulent manner. For further information, including specifics about what constitutes plagiarism 			or cheating, see A-State’s Academic Integrity Policy at:							http://studentconduct.astate.edu/AcademicIntegrity.html.  

· If you have a disability which makes it difficult for you to succeed in this course, please contact me as soon as possible.  Your privacy will be respected and every effort will be made to meet your needs.  All students requesting accommodations for disabilities should be registered through A-State’s Disability Services (870 972 3964).  If Disabilities Services determines you should be able to take tests in their office, it is your responsibility to schedule the test for the same time and date as the exam is administered to other students.
· Specific Chat GPT/AI-generated content statement: Using AI to complete work is, in my estimation, academic dishonesty and counts as a violation of the university’s code of ethics, which could in turn result in failure from the course or even expulsion from the university. I have arranged the course so it is difficult to even be in the position to try to use ChatGPT, but, if I suspect work has been completed by someone or something other than you, I will run it through three separate types of detection software. If all three detect more than 30% AI-generated content, I will report your work to the academic conduct office. 
· Do not record lectures, take pictures in class, or post any material from class on any web platform, If you have a disability that requires you to have recorded lectures, you must clear this with the proper channels. 
· Policy on Missed Assignments/Make up work: The only reasons I will accept late or missed assignments are documented emergencies, illnesses, deaths in the family, or weather related issues, or anything cleared with me prior to the assignment being due.
· Email Policy: You must email me with essential information, such as who you are, what class of mine you are in, and what your question or concern is. I try to adhere to the 24 hour response rule of thumb – if I have not responded to you within 24 hours, feel free to send a follow-up, but be aware that if you have not emailed me with sufficient information about who you are and what you need, I might not respond. (E.g. “Hey teach when is the exam?” with nothing else is not an email I will respond to) 
· Title IX and Child Maltreatment Reporting: As an Arkansas State University faculty member, it is my responsibility and my privilege to contribute to the creation of a safe learning environment for all ASU students. Because of my position as a member of the A-State faculty, I am also a mandatory reporter for purposes of Title IX and the Arkansas Child Maltreatment Act. I want you to be able to share information related to your life experiences with me or in class during this course. However, I also want you to understand that: (1) under the ASU System Child Maltreatment Reporting Policy, I must immediately report known or suspected child maltreatment by contacting both the Child Abuse Hotline and the University Policy Department; and (2) under the A-State Title IX Grievance Procedure, I must report to the A-State Title IX Coordinator incidences of sexual discrimination that I observe or that are reported to me. For purposes of Title IX, sexual discrimination includes sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking, domestic violence, and dating violence occurring within the Title IX jurisdiction. Reports of sexual assault, sexual violence, stalking, domestic violence, and dating violence will also be reported to law enforcement authorities. You may also report instances of sexual discrimination directly by contacting the A-State at Title IX office or title9@astate.edu. 
· Educational Equity Statement: A-State takes great pride to foster a diverse and inclusive environment for students, faculty, and staff. Acts of discrimination and/or harassment on the basis of color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, race, age, national origin, religion, marital status, veteran status, genetic information or disability in any of its practices, policies or procedures are not tolerated. This includes, but is not limited to, employment, admissions, educational services, programs or activities which it operates or financial aid. It is the responsibility of all departments and all personnel, supervisory and non-supervisory, to see that this policy is implemented throughout the university. When applicable, students are encouraged to follow the Student Rights Grievance Procedure outlined in the Student Handbook. Reports can also be submitted to institutionalequity@astate.edu. Incidents involving claims of disability based discrimination should be reported to Access and Accommodations Services using their Grievance Process Form. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Office of Title IX and Institutional Equity, 870-680-4161 and the Administration Building, Room 104. 
· COVID/Infections Disease policy: I will be adhering to the guidelines on A-State’s website pertaining to COVID and other infections and you are expected to do the same. In addition to these guidelines, I ask that you observe the following course policies and my preferences for my own personal safety and the safety of my family:
· Please stay home if you are sick. 
· Schedule office hours with me over Zoom. 
· If you have a communicable disease, please let me or anyone you’ve been in close contact with know. 
· Please be prepared for virtual classes, should the university switch to that mode for whatever reason – I will also occasionally hold virtual classes if I am ill or if I am traveling for a conference, etc. 
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